
 

Fulbright Investigates the Vietnam War 
Sources 

Source 1A-Map of Tonkin Gulf Incident………………………………..……………………………………………… page 1 

Source 1C-The Tonkin Gulf Resolution………………………………………………..…………………………….…. page 2 

Source 1D-Evidence Strips…………………………………………………………………………………………………… page 4 

Source 2A-Who was J. William Fulbright?…………..…………………….…………………….…………………… page 9 

 
 

Thank you for downloading our materials! Click the link below or scan the QR code to access our free 
materials anytime. 

https://levin-center.org/students-educators/lbh-downloads/ 

 

https://levin-center.org/students-educators/lbh-downloads/


 

Source 1A 
Map of Tonkin Gulf Second Tonkin Gulf Incident as reported by President Johnson and Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara to Congress (August 4, 1964) 

U.S. Navy. (2016, June 11). File: Tonkin Gulf incident map of alleged attacks on 4 August 1964.png. Wikimedia 
Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tonkin_Gulf_incident_map_of_alleged_attacks_on_4_August_1964.png  

 
Note: The Ticonderoga is located at roughly the 17th Parallel (the border between North and South Vietnam) 
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Source 1C The Tonkin Gulf Resolution 
Tonkin Gulf Resolution; Public Law 88-408, 88th Congress, August 7, 1964; General Records of the United States 

Government; Record Group 11; National Archives. Tonkin Gulf Resolution, Senate roll call tally sheet, 08/07/1964; 
SEN 88A-M1, Misc Roll Calls, 88th Congress, 2nd Session; Record Group 46, Records of the U. S. Senate; National 
Archives. 
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Eighty-eighth Congress of the United States of America 

AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the seventh day of January, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-
four 

Joint Resolution 

To promote the maintenance of international peace and security in southeast Asia. 

Whereas naval units of the Communist regime in Vietnam, in violation of the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations and of international law, have deliberately and repeatedly attacked United States naval vessels lawfully present 
in international waters, and have thereby created a serious threat to international peace; and 

Whereas these attackers are part of deliberate and systematic campaign of aggression that the Communist regime in 
North Vietnam has been waging against its neighbors and the nations joined with them in the collective defense of their 
freedom; and 

Whereas the United States is assisting the peoples of southeast Asia to protest their freedom and has no territorial, 
military or political ambitions in that area, but desires only that these people should be left in peace to work out their 
destinies in their own way: Now, therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
Congress approves and supports the determination of the President, as Commander in Chief, to take all necessary 
measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression. 

Section 2. The United States regards as vital to its national interest and to world peace the maintenance of international 
peace and security in southeast Asia. Consonant with the Constitution of the United States and the Charter of the United 
Nations and in accordance with its obligations under the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty, the United States is, 
therefore, prepared, as the President determines, to take all necessary steps, including the use of armed force, to assist 
any member or protocol state of the Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting assistance in defense of its 
freedom. 

Section 3. This resolution shall expire when the President shall determine that the peace and security of the area is 
reasonably assured by international conditions created by action of the United Nations or otherwise, except that it may 
be terminated earlier by concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

[endorsements] 
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A. Anonymous letter received by Senator Fulbright, January 2, 1968 

 
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations. (2010). Executive Sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee (Historical Series), S. Prt. 111-23, Volume 20, 90-2, 1968, 

Made Public 2010, *. [Place of publication not identified]: [publisher not identified]. 

B. Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara to Senate Foreign Relations Committee regarding the second Gulf of Tonkin incident. August 6, 
1964  

 
United States Senate, Committee On Foreign Relations, &#38; Committee on Armed Services. (1966). Southeast Asia Resolution: Joint hearing before the committee on foreign relations and the 

committee on armed services United States Senate Eighty-Eighth Congress Second Session on A joint resolution to promote the maintenance of international peace and security on 
southeast Asia. U.S. Government Printing Office. 
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C. Washington Post September 24, 1964 

 
By Warren Unna, S. R. (1964, Sep 24). Critics See Phantom in Tonkin Incident: News Analysis. The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973) 

https://proxy.lib.wayne.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/critics-see-phantom-tonkin-incident/docview/142160719/se-2  

D. Senator Frank Lausche of Ohio on the floor of the Senate, Aug. 5, 1964 

 
United States Senate, Committee On Foreign Relations, &#38; Committee on Armed Services. (1966). Southeast Asia Resolution: Joint hearing before the committee on foreign relations and the 

committee on armed services United States Senate Eighty-Eighth Congress Second Session on A joint resolution to promote the maintenance of international peace and security on 
southeast Asia. U.S. Government Printing Office. 

E. Secretary of State Dean Rusk to Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Aug. 6, 1964 

  
United States Senate, Committee On Foreign Relations, &#38; Committee on Armed Services. (1966). Southeast Asia Resolution: Joint hearing before the committee on foreign relations and the 

committee on armed services United States Senate Eighty-Eighth Congress Second Session on A joint resolution to promote the maintenance of international peace and security on 
southeast Asia. U.S. Government Printing Office. 
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F. Staff memorandum written for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee SUBJECT: The 1964 incidents in the Gulf of Tonkin January 17, 
1968 

 
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations. (2010). Executive Sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee (Historical Series), S. Prt. 111-23, Volume 20, 90-2, 1968, 

Made Public 2010, *. [Place of publication not identified]: [publisher not identified]. 

 G. Staff memorandum written for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee SUBJECT: The 1964 incidents in the Gulf of Tonkin January 17, 
1968 

 
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations. (2010). Executive Sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee (Historical Series), S. Prt. 111-23, Volume 20, 90-2, 1968, 

Made Public 2010, *. [Place of publication not identified]: [publisher not identified]. 
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H. Washington Post, August 16, 1964 

 
 

By J. A. (1964, Aug 16). The Tonkin Gulf Snafu: Anderson Says Maddox Didn't Know Saigonese Were Raiding. The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973) 
https://proxy.lib.wayne.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/tonkin-gulf-snafu/docview/142176364/se-2 

I. Top Secret Paper Prepared by the Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs (McNaughton)  
*Note: this was only given to Fulbright in 1971, and only by a whistleblower named Daniel Ellsberg* 

 
Department of State, Vietnam Negotiating Files: Lot 69 D 412, Project Mayflower. Top Secret; Sensitive. Copies were sent to McGeorge Bundy, Unger, McNamara, and Vance. 
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J. President Johnson’s Video Address to the nation, August 4, 1964 

 
TheLBJLibrary. (2012). President Johnson’s Vietnam Address, 8/4/64. MP498. [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dc9gJvpV8xo 

K. Washington Post, June 3, 1966 

 
By Bryce Nelson Washington Post,Staff Writer. (1966, Jun 03). Simpson Demands Fulbright Explain Remark on Tonkin. The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973) 

https://proxy.lib.wayne.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/simpson-demands-fulbright-explain-remark-on/docview/142671864/se-2 
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Source 2A Who Was J. William Fulbright? 

Seventy-Third Congress, 2nd Session. (1934, June 16). Report of the Committee on Banking and Currency. Senate.gov. 
Retrieved September 20, 2024, from https://www.senate.gov/about/resources/pdf/pecora-final-report.pdf  

 
From 1966 to 1971, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee held a series of oversight 
hearings about the Vietnam War. Popularly called the “Fulbright hearings” after its chair, 
Arkansas Democrat Senator J. William Fulbright, these televised congressional hearings 
educated Congress and the American public about unknown facts, forced greater scrutiny 
of U.S. military actions, exposed misrepresentations by the executive branch, and helped 
shift public opinion against the war. The hearings illustrate the powerful role that 
congressional inquiries can play in informing the public about their government and 
shaping public opinion. 

Sen. Fulbright was a well-known, popular senator when he launched the hearings1. A 
foreign policy expert, he chaired the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for 16 years 
from 1959 to 1974, becoming the longest serving chair of that committee in Senate 
history.2 Sen. Fulbright’s relationship with President Johnson before he started to 
investigate the Vietnam war was a warm one. They regarded one another as mutual 
friends, and it was Fulbright himself who led the charge for quick passage of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in the 
senate.3 When Fulbright began to publicly question the wisdom of the Vietnam war and Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
however, their relationship soured. President Johnson viewed Sen. Fulbright’s hearings and public statements as 

disloyal, especially given that Sen. Fulbright was a former supporter and from 
the same political party. Sen. Fulbright once remarked, “With a man like 
President Johnson, you either went along or you got off. He didn’t tolerate 
differences of opinion very easily.”4 

At the same time, Sen. Fulbright told a journalist that he was convinced 
President Johnson had engaged in deception when it came to the Gulf of 
Tonkin: “I personally feel that the committee, the public and [me] personally 
were duped, that we were lied to…. You can’t have an opportunity to exercise 
judgment if the facts are misrepresented.” 

 

 

 
1 Fulbright-1-sized.jpg. (2023, August 3). Wikimedia Commons. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fulbright-1-sized.jpg 
2 U.S. Senate. (n.d.). J. William Fulbright: A featured biography. 
https://www.senate.gov/senators/FeaturedBios/Featured_Bio_Fulbright.htm 
3 Yergin, D. (1974, November 24). Fulbright’s last frustration: The great dissenter finally found himself a compatible Secretary of 
State. New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/1974/11/24/archives/fulbrights-last-frustration-the-great-dissenter-finally-
found.html 
4 U.S. Senate. (n.d.). J. William Fulbright: A featured biography. 
https://www.senate.gov/senators/FeaturedBios/Featured_Bio_Fulbright.htm 

Sen. J. William Fulbright 
Source: US. Senate 

Sen. J. William Fulbright and Lyndon B. Johnson 
in Washington DC, June 21, 1960. 
Source: Christie’s, NY. 
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