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FOOD SAFETY TIMELINE

o 1899: Bad meat leads to the death of American soldiers in the Spanish-American
War. Future President Theodore Roosevelt gives testimony to Congress
regarding the unsafe conditions of the food.

o November 1902: Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, with $5,000 in Congressional funding
begins the Hygienic Table Trials (known in the press as the "Poison Squad").

o 1904: Results of the Hygienic Table Trials experiments with Borax published.
Proves Borax is injurious to health. Lobbying from industry groups and lack of
Congressional interest led to The Secretary of Agriculture refusing to publish
future reports publicly, although reports are still compiled and filed by Wiley.
The Hygienic Table Trials officially ran until 1907, when the Pure Food and Drug
Act takes effect.

o February 25, 1905 - November 4, 1905: Upton Sinclair's "The Jungle" is serialized
in the Socialist newspaper Appeal to Reason. Sinclair hopes it will shed light on
the horrible conditions faced by immigrant workers in the meatpacking industry.
As he later put it: “I aimed for the public’s heart, and by accident hit it in the
stomach.”

o February 26, 1906: The Jungle is published as a book.

e March 10, 1906: Riding a groundswell of public outrage, Sinclair urges President
Roosevelt to send independent investigators to the packinghouses of Chicago.
Despite the Bureau of Animal Industry already investigating, Roosevelt
eventually agrees and handpicks Commissioner of Labor Charles P. Neill and
social worker James Bronson Reynolds as investigators.



e April 3,1906: The Bureau of Animal Industry finishes its official investigation and
reports to the House Committee on Agriculture on the appalling conditions in
the Chicago Stockyards.

o May 21, 1906 Senator Albert Beveridge introduces legislation in the Senate that
is known at the time as ‘the Beveridge Amendment.’ It forms the core of what
will become the Meat Inspection Act, which ultimately becomes law as an
amendment in a House funding bill.

e June 4, 1906: Independent investigators Neill and Reynolds submit their findings
about horrific, unsanitary conditions in the Chicago Stockyards to President
Roosevelt and the House Committee on Agriculture. That same day, President
Roosevelt sends a letter to the House Committee supporting the findings and
urging reforms.

e June 7-8, 1906: Neill and Reynolds testify to their findings in front of the House
Committee on Agriculture.

e June 30, 1906: Roosevelt signs into law the Pure Food and Drug Act (known in
the press as ‘Wiley’s Law’) and the Pure Meat Inspection Act.

Wrap-up Question: What do you notice about the amount of change (and the
speed of that change surrounding food reform) before The Jungle is published,
compared to after?
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