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O we're the merriest herd of hulks 
that ever the world has seen; 
 
We don't shy off from your Rough-On-
Rats or even from Paris green: 
 
We're on the hunt for a toxic dope 
that's certain to kill, sans fail. 
 
But 'tis a tricky, elusive thing and 
knows we are on its trail; 
 
For all the things that could kill we've 
downed in many a gruesome wad, 
 
And still we're gaining a pound a day, 
for we are the Poison Squad. 

 

On Prussic acid we break our fast; we 
lunch on a morphine stew; 
We dine with a matchhead 
consommé, drink carbolic acid brew; 
 
Corrosive sublimate tones us up like 
laudanum ketchup rare, 
 
While tyro-toxicon condiments are 
wholesome as mountain air. 
 
Thus all the "deadlies" we double-dare 
to put us beneath the sod; 
 
We're death-immunes and we're 
proud as proud-- 
Hooray for the Poison Squad! 

 
 
 
 

Supporting 
Question 1: What did the “Poison Squad” experiments reveal? 

Source 1B 

“Song of the Pizen (Poison) Squad” written by S. W. Gillilan, a member of Wiley’s 
experimental team. A genuine recording of this song has been lost to time, but using 
contextual clues, Learning by Hearings was able to recreate the tune as closely as possible 
using AI.  Listen here: http://bit.ly/3zsoZa2 

Lyrics: Gillilan, S. W. (1903). Song of the Pizen (Poison) Squad. 
Music: Suno AI. (2024). Suno (May 6 version) [Large language model]. https://suno.com/ 

https://suno.com/song/d2a458b1-7b5d-47da-b08a-0e5b8d31813c
https://suno.com/

