
Headlines: Juvenile Jus�ce in the 2023 – 2024 Legisla�ve Session 

• Ques�ons about Headlines? Contact Kyle Bule at kyle.bule@wayne.edu
• Interested in oversight workshops, including juvenile jus�ce, in your state? Contact Ben

Eikey at benjamin.eikey@wayne.edu

• A staffing shortage in PA juvenile jus�ce system is crea�ng a public safety crisis (Local21
News, 3/13/2023) 

• ACLU sees ‘red flag’ in increase in use of solitary confinement for juveniles (Nebraska
Examiner, 12/22/2023) 

• Changes coming to Kentucky juvenile jus�ce system a�er riot breaks out at maximum-

security juvenile center (WCPO Cincinna�, 12/16/2022)
• Changes to Michigan juvenile jus�ce system signed into law (Detroit Free Press,

12/12/2023) 
• Children kept in isola�on for weeks, atorney tes�fies to lawmakers about youth

deten�on facili�es (Wave3 Kentucky, 10/13/2023)
• 'Code-red' incident, gangs: Overcrowding at county youth center impacts safety

(Cincinna�.com, 5/4/2023)
• Employee raises concerns about condi�ons at Bernalillo County Juvenile Deten�on

Center (KOB4 New Mexico, 1/4/2024)
• House commitee told Pa.’s shortage of juvenile deten�on beds is a ‘public crisis’ (Penn

Live, 4/21/2023) 
• Illinois Judge Closes Juvenile Deten�on Center A�er “Facility in Crisis” Fails to Meet New

State Standards (ProPublica, 1/4/2024)
• Juvenile jail in 'disaster' mode: Complaints of youths locked in rooms for days (Detroit

Free Press, 9/23/2022) 
• Juvenile Jus�ce Oversight Council examines alterna�ves to deten�on (The Lexington

Times, 8/25/2023) 
• Kentucky lawmakers press for more juvenile jus�ce changes (AP News, 2/2/2023)
• Kids forced to sleep on floors due to overcrowding at NC juvenile deten�on facili�es

(WRAL News, 9/20/2023)
• Ky. juvenile deten�on centers facing cri�cal staffing shortages, overcrowding (Louisville

Public Media, 10/13/2022) 
• Legisla�ve commitee issues report on juvenile jus�ce (The Lexington Times, 7/14/2023)
• Michigan lawmakers to hold special hearing on Wayne County juvenile jail condi�ons

(Detroit Free Press, 3/21/2023)
• Michigan Task Force on Juvenile Jus�ce Reform makes final vote on ‘unprecedented’

policy recommenda�ons (MLive, 7/19/2022)
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o Michigan Task Force on Juvenile Jus�ce Reform report and recommenda�ons,
July 2022

• “No light. No nothing.” Inside Louisiana’s harshest juvenile lockup (The Marshall Project,
3/10/2022) 

• One in three Ky. juvenile jus�ce CO jobs are vacant (Correc�ons1, 11/1/2023)
• Overcrowded, understaffed juvenile jail forces Wayne County officials to act (Detroit

Free Press, 8/25/2022) 
• Overcrowding Causes 'Unsafe and Unsanitary' Condi�ons for Youth In Philadelphia Jail

(Reason, 10/31/2023)
• Pa. lawmakers push forward significant juvenile jus�ce reforms (WHYY, 10/30/2023)
• Pa. Senate panel holds hearing on juvenile jus�ce reform bills, but advocates ask for

more (Penn Live, 5/24/2022)
• Staffing shortage forces reloca�on of juveniles from 2 Kentucky deten�on centers

(Spectrum News, 6/16/2023)
• State again monitoring Wayne County juvenile jail around the clock (Detroit Free Press,

7/2/2023) 
• State: 12-year-old repeatedly assaulted inside Wayne County juvenile facility (WXYZ

Detroit, 1/30/2024) 
• State: Juveniles atack staff at Kentucky deten�on center (WLKY, 1/25/2023)
• Stuck in solitary: More Nebraska teens locked in ‘room confinement’ despite state law

meant to limit it (Flatwater Free Press, 1/26/2024)
• Teacher accused of bringing marijuana gummy bears into Wayne County juvenile jail

(Fox2 News, 10/24/2023)
• Teens in NYC deten�on centers are sleeping on the ground due to overcrowding, staff

say (Gothamist, 11/6/2023)
• 'These kids are not safe. Our staff is not safe' -- Wayne County Execu�ve Warren Evans

declares public health emergency at juvenile jail (Detroit Free Press, 3/21/2023)
• Viola�ons mire Wayne County Juvenile Deten�on Center, license to operate is in

jeopardy (CBS News, 10/18/2023)
• Violent sexual assault alleged during riot at Adair County’s juvenile deten�on center

(Wave3 Kentucky, 11/16/2022)
• Wayne County fires deputy director at juvenile deten�on center a�er alleged sex assault

(The Detroit News, 3/17/2023)
• Wayne County juvenile deten�on center loses full license a�er repeated viola�ons (The

Detroit News, 11/2/2023) 
• West Virginia Correc�ons Staffing Remains at Crisis Level (The Intelligencer, 4/17/2023)
• ‘Why Is My Child Always On Lockdown?’: Confinement At D.C.’s Youth Jail Worries

Parents, Advocates (DCist, 7/21/2023)
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