
Oversight Overview: Juvenile Justice Reform 

State Oversight Academy 

• Visit the State Oversight Academy website

• State Legislative Oversight Wiki 2.0

• All Oversight Overview videos

• Questions or comments about Oversight Overview? Contact Kyle Goedert at

kgoedert@wayne.edu

• Interested in oversight training in your state/territory? Contact Ben Eikey at

benjamin.eikey@wayne.edu

Connec�cut 

• Families with Service Needs Advisory Board report

• Juvenile Jus�ce Policy and Oversight Commitee
• Juvenile Jus�ce Equity Dashboard
• Juvenile jus�ce reform in Connec�cut: How collabora�on and commitment have

improved public safety and outcomes for youth (Jus�ce Policy Ins�tute, 2022)

• Issue brief: Why status offense laws in Connec�cut have changed (Tow Youth Jus�ce
Ins�tute, 2019) 

• Connec�cut: Improving Outcomes for Youth (CSG Jus�ce Center)
• Laws:

o Public Act No. 05-250, prevented deten�on for status offenses
o Public Act No. 07-4, Raise the Age Act

o Public Act No. 15-225, eliminated chronic absenteeism as a status offense
o Public Act No. 15-2, eliminated mandatory minimums for low-level drug offenses
o Public Act No. 16-83, banned the checkbox that refers to criminal history on

employment applica�ons
o Public Act No. 18-4, provided free feminine hygiene projects to female inmates;

established privacy-related parameters for male staff regarding female
inspec�ons; strengthened visita�on policies for all prisoners with children under
age 18

o Public Act No. 19-142, prohibited discrimina�on in employment, housing, public
educa�on, insurance, and government programs and services based on criminal
history
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http://stateoversight.org/
http://levin-center.org/slow
https://levin-center.org/state-oversight-academy/oversight-overview/
mailto:kgoedert@wayne.edu
mailto:benjamin.eikey@wayne.edu
https://www.cga.ct.gov/kid/tfs/20100301_Families%20With%20Service%20Needs%20(FWSN)%20Advisory%20Board/20080128/Report%20to%20the%20General%20Assembly%20from%20the%20Families%20with%20Service%20Needs%20Advisory%20Board.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/app/taskforce.asp?TF=20141215_Juvenile%20Justice%20Policy%20and%20Oversight%20Committee
https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/Juvenile-Justice-Policy-and-Oversight-Committee-JJ/efuz-5jhe/
https://justicepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/jpi_juvenile_justice_reform_in_ct.pdf
https://justicepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/jpi_juvenile_justice_reform_in_ct.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/app/tfs/20141215_Juvenile%20Justice%20Policy%20and%20Oversight%20Committee/20190919/Status%20Offenses%20Issue%20Brief.pdf
https://csgjusticecenter.org/projects/improving-outcomes-for-youth/connecticut/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2005/ACT/PA/2005PA-00250-R00HB-06978-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2007/ACT/PA/2007PA-00004-R00SB-01500SS1-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/act/pa/pdf/2015PA-00225-R00SB-01058-PA.pdf
https://cga.ct.gov/2015/ACT/PA/2015PA-00002-R00HB-07104SS1-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2016/ACT/pa/2016PA-00083-R00HB-05237-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2018/ACT/pa/pdf/2018PA-00004-R00SB-00013-PA.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/ACT/pa/pdf/2019PA-00142-R00HB-06921-PA.pdf


New Jersey 

• Juvenile Deten�on Alterna�ves Ini�a�ve (JDAI)
• Balanced and Restora�ve Jus�ce Model
• Juvenile Jus�ce Commission
• New Jersey laws could pave way for more reforms (Juvenile Jus�ce Informa�on

Exchange, 8/27/2015) 
• Data snapshot of youth incarcera�on in New Jersey (Urban Ins�tute, June 2017)
• New Jersey Juvenile Deten�on Alterna�ves Ini�a�ve (JDAI) 2021 Annual Data Report

(Juvenile Jus�ce Commission, Office of the Atorney General)
• Laws:

o S2003, raised “minimum age at which a child may be prosecuted as an adult from

14 to 15” and other juvenile jus�ce reforms
o S48, eliminated fines for juvenile offenders and other reforms
o S3319, eliminated certain juvenile jus�ce monetary penal�es

Kansas 

• Annual Report Dashboards
• Kansas’ 2016 juvenile jus�ce reform (Pew Charitable Trusts, 6/19/2017)
• Juvenile jus�ce reforms: Evalua�ng the effects of Senate Bill 367 (Kansas Legisla�ve

Division of Post Audit, January 2020) 
• Briefing book 2021: Juvenile services (Kansas Legisla�ve Research Department)
• Kansas juvenile jus�ce reform effort le� major flaws in system, officials say (Kansas

Reflector, 1/19/2023) 
• Kansas juvenile jus�ce reform handbook (Kansans United for Youth Jus�ce, 2017)
• Laws:

o SB367, established case limits, graduated responses, and other reforms

o HB2021, created and amended laws regarding assessment of and provision of

services to children in the child welfare and juvenile jus�ce systems

Other Sources 

• State juvenile jus�ce reforms can boost opportunity, par�cularly for communi�es of
color (Center on Budget and Policy Priori�es, 7/27/2021)

• Office of Juvenile Jus�ce and Delinquency Preven�on, Department of Jus�ce
• NCSL Juvenile Jus�ce Bills Tracking Database
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https://www.aecf.org/work/juvenile-justice/jdai
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh176/files/pubs/implementing/intro.html
https://www.njoag.gov/about/divisions-and-offices/juvenile-justice-commission-home/
https://jjie.org/2015/08/27/new-jersey-law-paves-the-way-for-rehabilitation/
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/91561/data_snapshot_of_youth_incarceration_in_new_jersey_0.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/oag/jjc/pdf/2021_JDAI_Annual_Data_Report.pdf
https://pub.njleg.gov/Bills/2014/S2500/2003_R1.HTM
https://njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2018/S48/bill-text?f=AL19&n=363_
https://njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2020/S3319/bill-text?f=AL21&n=342_
https://www.doc.ks.gov/dashboards/annual-report-dashboards
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2017/06/kansas-2016-juvenile-justice-reform
https://www.kslpa.org/audit-report-library/juvenile-justice-reforms-evaluating-the-effects-of-senate-bill-367/
https://klrd.org/publications/briefing-book-2021/juvenile-services/
https://kansasreflector.com/2023/01/19/kansas-juvenile-justice-reform-effort-left-major-flaws-in-system-officials-say/
https://kansasmentalhealthcoalition.wildapricot.org/resources/Pictures/KSJuvenileJusticeHandbook2017web.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.org/li_2016/b2015_16/measures/documents/summary_sb_367_2016.pdf
https://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2023_24/measures/documents/summary_hb_2021_2023
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/state-juvenile-justice-reforms-can-boost-opportunity-particularly-for
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/state-juvenile-justice-reforms-can-boost-opportunity-particularly-for
https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/
https://www.ncsl.org/civil-and-criminal-justice/juvenile-justice-bills-tracking-database

