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• About the Levin Center

• Legislative oversight basics and examples

• Oversight of infrastructure investments

• State oversight best practices

• State Oversight Academy (2023)

Agen d a



Ab ou t  th e  Levin  Cen te r

Advance Oversight & Strengthen Democracy

• Bu ild  over sigh t ca p a city a t fed er a l, sta te , loca l levels a n d  a b r oa d

• Em p ow er  la w m a ker s to exp ose  a b u ses, en su r e  effective  gover n a n ce , a n d  b r in g 

cr it ica l fa cts to ligh t for  th e  b en efit  of a ll 



Ab ou t  th e  Levin  Cen te r

Restore America's Fact -Ba sed  Pu b lic Squ a r e

• Pr om ote  civil d iscou r se  a n d  a  sh a r ed  a p p r ecia tion  for  a n d  u n d er sta n d in g of 

r e leva n t fa cts

• En cou r a ge  exch a n ge a cr oss th e  p olit ica l d ivid e th a t b u ild s m u tu a l r esp ect a n d  

em p a th y



Ab ou t  th e  Levin  Cen te r

How we Go about our Work

• Wor ksh op s a n d  Tr a in in gs

• Resea r ch  a n d  Sch ola r sh ip

• Con ven in gs

• On lin e Resou r ces for  La w m a ker s (Sta te  Over sigh t Aca dem y)

• Com m en ta r y in  th e  Med ia  a n d  Cou r ts



Legisla t ive  Over sigh t  Ba sics a n d  Ex a m p les

Six Dimensions

 An a lytic Bu r ea u cr a cies (Au d itor s, Fisca l, Om b u d sm a n , e tc.) 

 Ap p r op r ia tion s

 Ad vice  & Con sen t

 Ad m in istr a tive Ru le  Review

 Com m ittees

 Con tr a cts

Exa m ples

• Ch ild  w elfa r e  ser vices (Sta te  Sen . Sa r a h  Gelser Blou in  (OR)

• Cor r ection s (Ap r il 4, 2021 p a n el)

• Pa n d em ic r esp on se  (Ma y 4, 2021 p a n el)



Adva n cin g Over sigh t , Str en gth en in g Dem ocr a cy

Resea r ch , even ts, wor ksh ops to ca r r y on  th e lega cy 

of Sen a tor  Ca r l Levin

2022 Wa yn e La w Review Over sigh t  Sym posiu m

• Over sigh t , In fr a str u ctu r e , a n d  Feder a lism : 

En su r in g Tr a n spa r en cy, Accou n ta b ility, a n d  

Effect iven ess of U.S. In fr a str u ctu r e  

In vestm en ts

Th e Levin  Cen te r  for  Over sigh t  a n d  Dem ocr a cy



Legisla t ive  Over sigh t  of In fr a st r u ctu r e  In vestm en t s

Capacity Building, Design & Practice

Performance of infrastructure programs

• Include assessment of past performance and future projections

• Assign to a specific legislative committee at least a quarterly review of high dollar, high risk infrastructure 

investments

• Include repair and safety as part of oversight efforts

Institutional capacity to oversee implementation

• Entity with legislative representation tasked with reviewing projects and contracts

 E.g., a d d  legisla tive  r ep r esen ta tion  to Sta te  Ad m in istr a tive  Boa r ds d r a ftin g a n d  a p p r ovin g con tr a cts

• Rigor ou s a n d  t im ely in vestiga tion s a n d  r ep or ts fr om  com m ittees, u sin g d a ta  sh a r ed  b y con tr a ctor s a n d  r e leva n t 

a gen cies



Legisla t ive  Over sigh t  of In fr a st r u ctu r e  In vestm en t s

Contracting

In  th e con tr a ct

• Essen tia l over sigh t e lem en ts: per for m a n ce da ta , cooper a tion  w ith  a gen cy a n d  a u d itor , over sigh t costs

• Per for m a n ce m etr ics: ou tcom es > or ga n iza tion a l str u ctu r e  a n d  p r ocess

• In cen tivize  cooper a tion , r ecip r oca l r e la tion sh ip  w h er e r epu ta tion  m a tter s

Im pr ovin g gover n m en ta l con tr a ctin g

• Pu b lic/p r iva te  sector  a dvisor y com m ittees

• Review  con tr a ctor ’s pow er  over  decision s im pa ctin g con tr a ct over sigh t a n d  a ccou n ta b ility

• Upda te  cost estim a tes ever y th r ee yea r s



Legisla t ive  Over sigh t  of In fr a st r u ctu r e  In vestm en t s

Data and Measurement

In fr a str u ctu r e con d ition , sa fe ty, a n d  p er for m a n ce m a n a gem en t r esu lts.

• Movem en t of p eop le , ca r  a n d  n on -ca r  tr a n sp or ta tion

Electr ic veh icle  ch a r gin g sta tion s

• Da ta  on  ch a r ger  u se , r e lia b ility, a n d  p er for m a n ce

Pu b lic w ebsite  to tr a ck spen d in g a n d  con tr a ct p r ogr ess

• Sim ila r  to sta te  w ebsites set u p  to m on itor  p a n dem ic r esp on se con tr a cts



• Power of a phone call

• Plan, a vision for oversight in upcoming session

• Increase visibility and public discourse

• Working together to find facts

• Research, more best practices, tutorials on our website

• www.levin -center.org

Sta te  Over sigh t  Best  Pr a ct ices

http://www.levin-center.org/


• Improve state legislative oversight

• Promote and elevate oversight scholarship

• Cultivate and exchange best practices

• Increase oversight visibility and stimulate public discourse

• Orientations and workshops for legislators and legislative staff

• Online tutorials and extensive materials:  https://levin -center.org

Sta te  Over sigh t  Aca d em y (2023)

https://levin-center.org/


WEBSITE: w w w . l e v i n - c e n t e r . o r g

N E W S LE T T E R

F A C E B O O K :  h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / Le v i n C e n t e r f o r O v e r s i g h t a n d D e m o c r a c y

T W I T T E R :  h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m / Le v i n _ C e n t e r

YO U T U B E

P O D C A S T

CO N N ECT W ITH  US

http://www.levin-center.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LevinCenterforOversightandDemocracy
https://twitter.com/Levin_Center


Ad va n cin g Over sigh t .
St r en gth en in g Dem ocr a cy.

Con ta ct  in fo: ben ja m in .eikey@wa yn e.ed u or  jim town sen d@wa yn e.ed u

Web site  for  Wa yn e La w Review Over sigh t  Sym posiu m : 

h t tp s://levin -cen ter .or g/levin -cen ter -a t -wor k/2022-wa yn e-la w-r eview-over sigh t-sym posiu m /

mailto:benjamin.eikey@wayne.edu
mailto:jimtownsend@wayne.edu
https://levin-center.org/levin-center-at-work/2022-wayne-law-review-oversight-symposium/
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